


Whether you are a commercial fishermen or just an Alaskan who enjoys recreating in southeast Alaska waters fishing for salmon, halibut, crab, shrimp, digging for clams or collecting seaweed, you should be deeply concerned about SB 180 which will eliminate the Ocean Ranger program that was put into law by voters in 2006. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mid-summer 2019 Governor Dunleavy vetoed funding for the Ocean Ranger program just after Carnival Corporation was fined $20 Million for illegal discharges including in Glacier National Park. Carnival was fined $40 million in 2016. Carnival remains on federal felony probation. Governor Dunleavy wrote a letter to the judge in 2019 “asking him to be lenient with Carnival and to think about the positive impact of cruise ships, and that Carnival makes a strong effort to comply with the rules.” We agree that tourism is important to our state and does create jobs, just not at the expense of our environment. Ocean Rangers have witnessed 1000’s of violations by ships with only a handful leading to a conviction. As fishermen on the water we are increasingly seeing disturbing discharges from cruise ships. One fishermen from Petersburg encountered a cruise ship in the middle of Frederick Sound in the dead of night. He called to discuss their course which was uncertain and a deckhand on duty came back on the radio and admitted the captain was down below managing the dumping. This sliver of water in our back yard is the mixing zone where it is legal to dump. He was horrified when he realized untreated waste was being discharged into the waters and beaches we eat from. We know so many other fishermen stories like this one. We need Ocean Rangers “shoes on deck” to hold the Cruise Industry accountable. The Cruise Industry is not going away but we can insist that they are good neighbors and treat our state with respect. Commercial fishing boats have to pay for the Observer program on our longline vessels, large cruise ships should be observed as well. The Governor has stated it is unfair to have the Rangers breathing down the backs of the Cruise Industry, but the Industry has proven over and over again that they cannot be trusted.  Ocean Rangers who are paid from the passenger fees, are certified marine engineers who know how cruise ships operate to check for compliance with environmental laws. It costs the state nothing to have the Ocean Ranger program. The Governor wants to take the $3.4 million generated from the $4 berth fee to help southeast communities improve shore side waste water treatment plants. Senator Kawasaki at the last committee hearing reviewed the numbers and outright said that money taken from the Ocean Ranger program will do little to alleviate the problems with the existing waste water treatment facilities on shore. The electronic monitoring of open or closed discharge valves DEC is promoting will not communicate what the product or condition of that product is that is being discharged into Alaskan waters. Exhaust gas “scrubber” discharges are full of sooty, oily discharge that goes straight into our waters. We have seen the 20 minute video of this oily discharge taken in pristine Yakutat Bay at the face of Hubbard Glacier when the ship’s crew did not think anyone was paying attention. DEC claims that their dock side inspections will deter the Cruise Industry from illegally dumping, and that they will self report any violations; this is absurd considering their long history. The amendment deadline to revise or kill HB 303 and SB 180 is now March 28. 
Southeast alaska may be small in population but we have big hearts and we care about this beautiful place we call home. Together we can have a voice to protect our waters, air and beaches.
Tell the Alaska State Legislature to keep the Ocean Rangers program in State Law. 
Please contact the following: Senator Bert Stedman, Representative Sara Hannan, Senator Jesse Kiehl, Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins, Representative Dan Ortiz and  Senate.Resources@akleg.gov
Thank you,
Mark and Karen Severson



